
of the mid or central portion , oryfe ot said end portions being 
smaller in area than the other ot BBiid end portions with the smaller 
end portion being closest to th^/ cIYgnnel > 





4. (Amended) The bushing of cflaim 2 wherein said material is glass 
and said bushing, including the screen, is made from a precious 
metal or precious metal alloy/ wLth the major portion of said metal 
being platinum and wherein said sgfeen has a thicknes s of between 
about 0,009 to about 0,015 /nch . 

8. (Amended) The bushing of claim/2 wherein the hole area per unit 
area of screen in said central pori/ioi^s at least 10 percent less 
than the hole area per unit area df ^aid^iSR* portions, which open 
area in said end portions ranges /petween about 10 to about 16 
percent open area based on the total area of the end portions . 



11. (Amended) A lay in screen of a/precious metal or precious 
metal alloy for laying on top of another screen in a fiberizing 
bushing having a plurality of holefe therethrough, said lay in screen 
comprised of a mid or central po/tion- and two end portions, said mid 
or central portion having a hol(& arfea per unit area of the central 
portion that is significantly les^^Ji^h^frthe hole area of the end 
(portions per unit area of the /end portions , one of the end portions 
)eing smaller than the other ^nd portion, and the thickness of said 
screen being between about 0.009 and 0,011 inch . 



(Amended) A method of making fibers from a molten material 
where^Mi said molten materia3^ is heated in a bushing comprising at 
least oneN^idewall and a jtip qr orifice plate through which molten 
glass flows ^o^fonn the ifibei-s', [and] said bushing further 
comprising a f ir^t. scrj^en having holes therein with a generally 
uniform hole size a^>iCsden*it:y spaced above said tip plate,; said 
first screen beingj^attabt^d to said sidewall, the improvement 
comprising usinj^a second \9reen lying on top of said first screen, 
said second s^cieen having hol^ therein, at least some hol es having 
a diameter sifialler than that of ^"fehe holes in said first s creen, and 



having a signifdcantly lower percentage of hole area per unit of 
screen area thanVthe percentage hole area per unit of screen area of 
said first screen Xsuch that resistance to flow of molten glass 
through the second \gcreen is greater than the resistance to flow 
through the first screen . 

Xi . ( Amended ) The 



me>t 



:hod of claim ^^^fr^herein said material is 
glass and said bushing Us made from precious metal or alloys of 
precious metal containing a majority of platinu m, wherein the 
thickness of said second \creen is between about 0.009 and 0.015 
inch and wherein said signi^^f icantly lower is at least about 10 
percent lower. 




d \ ip ^ 

(Amended) The method of ^laim Jr6^wherein said bushing is used 

to make direct chopped fibers at maximum productivity having a 

diameter that is at least three Wicrons smaller [fiber diameter] 

than the fiber that a bushing containing only said first screen [was 

designed to] can make at maximum productivity . 

21. (Amended) A method for formirfg fibers from a molten material 
in a channel position of a multi-busWing fiberizing operation 
comprising at least one sidewall ancy a tip plate or orifice plate 
through which the molten material flows to form the fibers, and a 
screen spaced above said tip plate Aiavin^^ plurality of holes 
therein, said screen being attached to/^aid sidewall, the 
(improvement comprising a bushing Screen in said bushing having a 
hole area per unit of screen are^ in ^ceriteiT^portion of the screen 
that is significantly less than the hole area per unit of screen 
area in [at least one] two end portions of the screen , an end 
portion of the screen closest tfe said channel being smaller in area 



than the other end portion . 



23. (Amended) In a method for forming ytibers from a molten 
material in a channel position of a multi-bushing fiberizing 
operation comprising at least one sidywalll^apd^iTtip plate or 
orifice plate through which the moltqfti material flows to form the 



